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PERITONITIS AFTER DELIVERY,
occurring in a mare. It is curious to observe
the analogies which it presents to the same
disease occurring in the human female. We
are satisfied that the student of human
pathology, by occasionally directing his at.
tention to the morbid appearances found in
the lower animals, would obtain much valu-
able information. Disease is here presented
to us, in many instances, on a large scale,
magnified, as it were, without the assistance
of the microscope ; and here, also, less in-
fluenced by artificial agencies. We find
disease, so to speak, more in its natural
state. The veterinary student, too, witness-
ing the system of searching inquiry required
in human pathology applied to his own
science, and made acquainted with the sys-
tematic reasonings founded thereon, could
not fail to become a wiser and a better prac-
titioner. We fancy that a little of such
knowledge would have been usefully applied
in the following case :-
" A valuable thorough-bred mare, about
sixteen years old, with her seventh foal, was
found exceedingly ill on the morning of the
4th inst."
Mr. Scott, a veterinary surgeon, (?) goes
on to say,-
" I saw her before ten o’clock, and found
that it was a case of abortion, a portion of
the amnion hanging from the vagina. I
passed my hand into the womb, and felt the
foal with the head and the fore-legs turned
backwards. I took away the foal readily.
The mare appeared so well that I left her,
ordering her to be kept short of hay and
water. In less than an hour I was again
with her ; she had protruded the uterus, and
I found her lying down in pain. With con-
siderable trouble and perseverance I re-
turned the swollen viscus, having bathed it
with warm water. I then took away three
quarts of blood, and gave four drachms of
aloes.
&middot; The mare remained tolerably quiet all
the remainder of the day, and when I left
a nine o’clock, p.m., the pulse appeared
be of its natural character. The mare
drank some gruel, but ate scarcely any-
thing. About two o’clock in the afternoon
of the 5th. she appeared dull, which was
attributed to sickness from the physic. I
saw her at nine o’clock, p.m., and found the
pulse quick, and difficult to be felt-the
breathing increased and increasing, and the
mare restless. I abstracted two quarts of
blood, and gave three drachms of aloes. Two
hours afterwards she became very bad, and
the pulse was scarcely perceptible. I saw
that the case was hopeless. She died about
two o’clock, a.m., on the morning of the
6th. On examination, I found the right
lung engorged with black blood, and all the
intestines inflamed, as was the peritoneum ;
the bladder was perfectly sound; the uterus
black through its whole extent, but not the
inflammation or mortification which I ex-
pected. The liver had a baked appearance,
and could be easily torn ; part of it was
yellow or clay-coloured. The kidneys were
inflamed."
The treatment adopted in this instance
calls for the strongest reprobation, and we
are surprised that it has been allowed by the
editors of the journal from which we have
taken the case to pass without remark. Aloes,
the only medicine administered in a case of
inflammation of the bowels, and where like-
wise inflammation of the womb, which had
been prolapsed, was supposed to exist!
Shocking! The writer remarks, " that
there are few cases of this kind reported in
 The Veterinarian.’ " For the credit of
what must now be called the profession we
are happy in believing that it is so.
NOTE FROM DR. CLAY.
CHARLES CLAY M.D.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;It is with astonishment I perceive
in your last No. of THE LANCET a very un-
warrantable and ungentlemanly attack upon
me ; how I can have merited the same from
you, is no less a marvel to me than the fact
of your pleading ignorance to the question
" Who is Dr. Clay of Manchester?" Now
Sir, in common justice refer to your own
journal from 1839 to 1842 and you will find
no less than 20 papers of a practical charac-
ter, which you were always willing to re-
ceive (from me) and insert without the
slightest alteration. Can I believe you
would reap the benefit of my exertions and
then plead ignorance of me in your editorial
capacity ? Can I believe, because you have
seen my name as a contributor to another
journal you should make that a reason for
your attack ? t What a lesson to other contri-
butors ! You must have been misled in
this instance, and many of your subscribers
think the same. I, therefore, in the spirit
of " fair play" which you have always pro-
fessed, ask an explanation ? the name of
your correspondent (?) and your insertion of
this letter in your next No of THE LANCET.
Waiting your answer, I am Sir your’s re-
spectfully
Manchester, March 11,1844.
** The question, then, is answered, and
the Doctor Clay, who denominates the most
stupid and infamous periodical printed in
London, " a valuable journal," is the Doctor
Clay who published certain papers in THE
LANCET between the years 1839 and 1842.
He will, we expect, discover that it is a
dangerous experiment for a lecturer-a
teacher of the juvenile members of the pro-
fession-to openly and unblushingly com.
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mend a publication which has systematically
contained malignant and violent attacks on
private character. We have no more to say
to Doctor Clay, excepting it be to hint to
him that he has good reason for hoping that
even a lecturer on medical jurisprudence is
not accountable for defects of taste. Of
his system of ethics we make no mention.
HOUSE OF COMMONS,
March 12th, 1844.
MEDICAL REFORM.
SIR VALENTINE BLAKE put the following
questions (of which he had given notice) to
the right honourable the Secretary of State
for the Home Department:&mdash;1. Was it the
intention of Sir James Graham to introduce
a clause or clauses into his Bill for Regulat-
ing the Medical Colleges and the Medical
Degrees of Universities, by which it would
be enacted that henceforth the College of
Physicians in London will be enabled to
prevent any physician from practising in
any part of England unless he be possessed
of the licence of the College of Physicians
in London? 2. If this power be given to
the College of Physicians, is it intended
that medical graduates of the Edinburgh
and Dublin Universities, at present practis-
ing in England, shall be admitted as licen-
ciates of the college in London without exa-
mination, on the payment of a small fee, say
51., the additional stamp-duty being altoge.
ther remitted ? 2 3. Was it his intention to
modify the charter lately granted to the Col-
lege of Surgeons of London, so as to allow
prescribing surgeons who practise mid-
wifery to be eligible for the fellowship ;
and also to allow a surgeon-apothecary to
become eligible immediately on abandoning
the business of an apothecary ?
Sir J. GRAHAM said there might be an
inconvenience in goinginto details in answer
to the hon. baronet’s questions; but he
would state that the object of the measure he
should introduce was not to impose new re-
strictions on medical practitioners, but to
relax the restrictions already existing. He
hoped this would be a satisfactory answer to
the two first questions. With respect to the
last question, a practitioner of midwifery
was not, as such, eligible as a fellow of the
College of Surgeons, and he had no inten-
tion of, in that respect, modifying the charter
of the college.
In answer to a question from Mr. MACAU-
LAY,
Sir J. GRAHAM said he should bring in
the measure immediately before Easter, or
directly afterwards.- Morning Cltronicle,
March 13th, 1844.
NEWS OF THE WEEK.
THE LATE DR. ANDREW MOIR.-(From
the Aberdeen Journal of Feb. 14, 1844.)-
It is with regret that we announce the death,
on the 6th of February, of the late Dr.
Andrew Moir, lecturer on anatomy in King’s
College Medical School, Aberdeen. Cut off
at the early age of thirty-eight years, from
contagious fever, caught in the discharge of
his profession, his death has deprived Aber-
deen of a townsman of whom she had reason
to be proud, and her medical school of one
of its most efficient teachers. What adds
to the melancholy nature of the event is
that Dr. Moir has left an aged mother, a
widow, and three very young children (the
last of whom was born two days after his
decease), totally unprovided for, without
relatives, and destitute even of temporary
supplies. Dr. Moir possessed a clear and
vigorous intellect, was an excellent classical
scholar, and remarkable for the extent and
variety of his reading and the accuracy of
his information ; but the distinguishing pecu-
liarity, and that which formed the strength
of his character, lay in the passionate and
sustained devotion of his mind to one main
object, in a temperament singularly sanguine,
and an indomitable energy and perseverance.
Qualities such as these, when devoted to a
legitimate object, uniformly commend admi-
ration and respect. They do so still more
when exerted under adverse circumstances.
This was eminently Dr. Moir’s case, from
first to last. His whole life was one con-
tinued struggle with difficulties, and his
history is, accordingly, a peculiarly interest.
ing one. Born and reared in humble life,
his honest but poor parents contrived to give
him a liberal education, and both at our
Grammar School and at King’s College he
was, throughout, a highly distinguished
student. On the completion of his university
studies he entered the Divinity Hall, which
he attended for one or two years. Having,
however, about that time, had bestowed on
him, by the professors of King’s College, a
medical apprentice-fee in their gift, Mr.
Moir entered on the study of medicine, to
which, as it suited his turn of mind better,
perhaps, than theology, he soon gave his
undivided attention. That department of
medical science which is the foundation of
all the others, anatomy, he pursued with
especial zeal. He threw his whole heart
into it, availing himself, for a number of suc-
cessive years, of every opportunity of study-
ing it practically, and carrying the study of
it to a degree of minuteness and exactness
then unknown in this city-unknown almost
in this country. In 1828, after the usual
preliminary studies, he passed the Royal
College of Surgeons in London, and, shortly
after, retired to Kincardine O’Neil, in this
county, where he began the life of a country
practitioner, intending only to follow it
